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SYMBOLS 


The following symbols are used in this publication: 
figures not available 
figures not appropriate or not applicable 
- nil or zero 


-- amount too small to be expressed 


Pp preliminary 

T revised 

PP Preliminary Postcensal Estimates 
BR Updated Postcensal Estimates 
PD Final Postcensal Estimates 

Xx confidential 

i intentions 

(C Census of Canada 


CMA Census Metropolitan Area 
NO. number 

M thousand(s) 

MM million(s) 


GW.H _ gigawatt hours 


NOTE: Components may not add to total due to rounding. 


PREFACE 


The Alberta Statistical Review provides users with a comprehensive look at Alberta’s 
economy and its people in the form of statistical tables and charts. Although emphasis is 
given primarily to Alberta, many of the tables present information for Canada and the other 
provinces. Monthly data are generally available for the latest two years and for a historical 
perspective, annual data are presented for the last ten years. 


Following the Alberta Census Division map is a summary table of current economic 
indicators for Canada and selected provinces. The 82 statistical tables are distributed among 
fourteen sections: 


Population Finance 

Labour Force Energy and Natural Resources 
Income Manufacturing 

Prices Construction 

Gross Domestic Product Agriculture 

Investment Retail Trade 

International Trade Travel 


The statistics have been compiled from a variety of sources including Statistics 
Canada, federal and provincial government departments and the Alberta Bureau of 
Statistics. Sources of data are included with each table to aid users in obtaining more 
detailed data and additional information regarding definitions and concepts than can be 
presented here. 


Many of the data series are also available on ASIST (Alberta Statistical Information 
System), a computerized public data base maintained by the Alberta Bureau of Statistics. 
Access information is footnoted on the appropriate tables. Refer to the Definitions for more 
information about ASIST. 


For further information or additional copies of this publication, please direct your 

enquiries to: 
Data Services 
Alberta Bureau of Statistics 
Alberta Treasury 
Suite 600, Park Plaza 
10611-98 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSK 2R7 
Telephone: (403)427-3058 
Fax: (403)427-0409 
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CURRENT ECONOMIC INDICATORS 


CANADA AND SELECTED PROVINCES 


Population (Thousands) 

Employment (Thousands)(1) 
Unemployment (Thousands)(1) 
Unemployment Rate (%)(1) 
Employment/Population Ratio (%)(1) 
Consumer Price Index (1986=100) 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 
Manufacturing Shipments ($Millions) 
Retail Trade ($Millions) (1) 

Per Capita Retail Trade ($) 

Farm Cash Receipts ($Millions) 
Building Permits ($Millions) 
Housing Starts, All Areas 

Housing Starts, Urban Areas (2) 


Construction Work Purchased ($Millions) 


Personal Income ($Millions) 

Per Capita Personal Income ($) 
GDP at Market Prices ($Millions) 
Per Capita GDP ($) 


Private & Public Investment ($Millions) 


Percent Change From The Same Period A Year Ago 


Population 

Employment (1) 

Unemployment (1) 
Unemployment Rate (1) 
Employment/Population Ratio (1) 
Consumer Price Index 

Average Weekly Earnings 
Manufacturing Shipments 

Retail Trade (1) 

Farm Cash Receipts 

Building Permits 

Housing Starts, All Areas 
Housing Starts, Urban Areas (2) 
Construction Work Purchased 
Personal Income 

GDP at Market Prices 

Private & Public Investment 


(1) Seasonally Adjusted 


Reference 
Period 


Oct 1-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Nov-90 

Jan—Nov-90 
Jan—Nov-90 
Nov-90 
Jan-Sep-90 
Jan—Nov-90 
Jan—Dec-90 
Jan—Dec-90 
1990(i) 

1989 

1989 

1989 

1989 

1990(i) 


Oct 1-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Dec-90 
Nov-90 

Jan—Nov-90 
Jan—Nov-90 
Jan—Sep-90 
Jan—Nov-90 
Jan—Dec-90 
Jan—Dec-90 
1990(i) 

1989 

1989 

1990(i) 


(2) Urban Centres of Population 10,000 and Over 


* Change in Percentage Points 


Canada 


26,727 
12,440 
1,281 
9.3 
60.5 
121.8 
523 
272,690 
178,446 
632 
16,466 
30,762 
181,630 
150,620 
105,987 
553,938 
21,124 
652,835 
24,895 
180,084 


1.4 
-1.0 
24.6 
Ls 

=ji5* 

5.0 

5.6 
= 

1.1 
-1.0 

-18.4 
Se) 
= bi fet 

Se) 

9.0 

8.2 

6.0 


2,486 
1,234 
104 
7.8 
66.7 
120.5 
S17 
18,187 
18,044 
683 
3,296 
2,832 
e227 
14,432 
13,333 
51,067 
21,076 
66,748 
27,548 
21,965 


1-9 
0.5 
15.6 
1.0* 
—0.8* 
a9 
5.4 
6.0 
2.4 
-2.8 
14.1 
We 
16.9 
13.0 
6.7 
6.7 
11.7 


BG: 


3,168 
1,473 
150 
9.2 
60.0 
119.7 
531 
22,776 
22,966 
669 
886 
4,741 
36,720 
31,506 
14,664 
64,423 
21,099 
76,332 
25,000 
23,296 


2.8 
1.0 
14.5 
1.0* 
—1.0* 
Sy 
516 
-4.5 
7.4 
6.4 
=310) 
=5.6 
=k 
10.2 
11.4 
10.2 
1222 


Sask. 


-0.6 
1.1 
0.0 

0.0* 

1.0* 
4.9 
5.6 
6.2 
129 

-4.5 

—oeo 

= 2aetl 
=30:7 

16.4 
1s 
8.2 

15.2 


0.5 
0.2 
10.0 
0.7* 
=0)/2* 
5:2 
3.6 
=123 
29 
=10 
= 352 
=19:3 
=a 
9.8 
Tel 
9.0 
8.5 


Ont. 


9,793 
4,867 
414 

7.8 
63.6 
123.9 
545 
141,986 
66,585 
653 
4,130 
13,405 
62,649 
53,341 
40,173 
230,055 
24,017 
273,352 
28,537 
68,197 


LE 
-2.4 
46.8 
2.4* 

Dre 

4.4 

4.8 
-4.1 
=O 
-2.2 

-28.2 
—32.9 
-34.2 
1°9 
10.2 
8.8 
0.6 
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(1) Excludes Yukon and N.W.T. 
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2.7 PARTICIPATION RATE, CANADA AND PROVINCES (NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 


PEAT. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue No.’s 71-001, 71-201 and 71-529 


(1) Excludes Yukon and N.W.T. 
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4.2 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, ALL-ITEMS ANNUAL PERCENT CHANGE, PROVINCES 


152) a) N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C: 


Nfld. 


(Percent Change) 


10.5 10.3 10.3 10.3 9.9 10.1 10.2 9.3 


10.5 


11.6 


1980/79 


—oOOounNN 
anand H 


otnronmnNo 
aAntArH 


omortn 
ANN +t +t + 


Glin iee 
tee 4 


— +t = 00 00 
t+H4H4 


Sse qca 
tHrtods 


1) 2 OT © 
TAN st +t 


tATNOO 
TAMMANY 


Sais) Si GS 
ANAM H 


ANDAMOM 
tAANANKN ST 


tom ON 
00 00 CO 00 00 00 
SS SS 
WOT ORO 
00 00 00 00 COD 
NANDNNAAD 
St tte 


1989/88 


NOANAMNAWMNA=NH 
atsantee rt uun 


SOrmrtrmrnNnNaAoMNANOoNM 
ANNAN YyYHHHNHS 


m= EMPEOONONOWO 
AmnantHhununudds + 


BWmMMADHNO AMEN 
torts nunt Hs 


WMNNnONnOCONHnNHNHHYH 


ananttuotetom 


ee eGo ON ION 
naaantnNnnnt ttt 


OPFAmMAMNAMAAHoOM 
AMAMNNNHN TH STAM 


andnnananteHht¢rs 


wat OOO) Gy tet ON "Oy 0 
Adananntt+¥ndenst 


Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 


i, 


1990/89 


NOmMATOTNAN-ONN 
WVNnVnnnnnunnnnw 


NO) S00 CN wat tN OY wt 
CONnNOKHNHHHHOON 


WONOAAWDMEmMEAOAA 
TuUUUNKMMKnt TS 


WANHWDNWDDADONANN 
torreon se 


ADOOONnNA=AANHE ST 
YVnuud¢ttrtts¢d 


COLCA ON NO SE WAIE OS SF: 
tort KnMmMnn tT HH 


AOWDNOOMNANCWONE 
THUNK KNNMNt EHH 


wat ONO GSE USE 00 ONS et 
Vnondtd+¢4+tHN0 


mAFTNWAMMOOAT 0 
YVunuutt+totetn 


DmonTnNnrenroqn- 
tuU¢d¢rnnnne tH 


Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 


Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 62-010 


Monthly data are percent changes from the same month in the previous year. 


Note: The Consumer Price Index measures the movement of prices in each province. It does not indicate price level differences between provinces. 
Annual data are percent changes from the previous year. 


** MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE THROUGH ASIST IN CANSIM MATRICES 1850-1869 ** 
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4.4 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, ALL-ITEMS ANNUAL PERCENT CHANGE, CANADA AND SELECTED CITIES 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 62-001 


It does not indicate price level differences between cities or between cities and Canada. 


Monthly data are percent changes from the same month in the previous year. 


Note: The Consumer Price Index measures the movement of prices in each city. 
Annual data are percent changes from the previous year. 


** MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE THROUGH ASIST IN CANSIM MATRICES 1922-1937 ** 
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4.6 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX BY MAIN COMPONENTS, ANNUAL PERCENT CHANGE, EDMONTON 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 62-001 


Note: Annual data are percent changes from the previous year. 


Monthly data are percent changes from the same month in the previous year. 


** MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE THROUGH ASIST IN CANSIM MATRICES 1935 AND 1954 ** 
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4.8 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX BY MAIN COMPONENTS, ANNUAL PERCENT CHANGE, CALGARY 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 62-001 


Note: Annual data are percent changes from the previous year. 


Monthly data are percent changes from the same month in the previous year. 


** MORE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE THROUGH ASIST IN CANSIM MATRICES 1936 AND 1955 ** 
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DEFINITIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


ASIST 

ASIST (Alberta Statistical Information System) is a publicly accessible on-line information system for 
the retrieval, manipulation and dissemination of socio-economic data. ASIST has been developed in response 
to an ever-increasing need for a single source of timely and reliable information which is readily accessible to 
government departments and agencies, businesses and the general public. 

ASIST contains current and historical statistical information on a wide range of subjects including 
population, energy, trade and commerce, prices, manufacturing, finance and construction. In general, this 
statistical information focuses on Alberta and its various geographical areas. The Alberta Bureau of Statistics 
is solely responsible for co-ordinating the entry, maintenance and updating of all data within ASIST. Where 
applicable, ASIST matrix numbers have been provided at the bottom of the tables. As well, many of the other 
statistical series presented in this publication are available on the CANSIM Mini-Base and can be retrieved 
through ASIST. 


Average Weekly Earnings 

Average weekly earnings represent gross pay before deductions for taxes, unemployment insurance 
contributions, etc. This includes salaries, straight-time wages, piece-work and regular commission earnings, 
regular paid incentives, cost of living and other bonuses, payments to persons absent with pay in the survey 
reference week and overtime earnings (all pay received for the number of hours worked in excess of the standard 
workday or workweek). The payroll concept does not include supplementary labour costs. 

All employees include salaried employees, employees paid by the hour and those employees whose basic 
remuneration is in the form of commission, piece rates, mileage allowances, etc. 

Beginning January, 1987, changes to the survey were implemented involving the survey sampling frame. 
For further information, consult the May, 1987 issue of Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 72-002, "Employment, 
Earnings and Hours." 


Bank Rate 

The Bank Rate is the minimum rate at which the Bank of Canada makes short-term advances to the 
chartered banks or to savings banks governed by the Quebec Savings Bank Act and after 1-Dec-80, to all 
members of the Canadian Payments Association. Data shown are for the last Wednesday in the reference month. 


Building Permits 

Residential Building Permits - Number of Dwelling Units Created 

1. Single 
Refers to structures containing only one dwelling unit completely separated from any other 
dwelling or structure. 

2. Cottages 
Refers to seasonal dwellings such as summer homes and house-boats. 

3. Double 
Refers to dwellings found in structures containing two dwelling units such as duplexes and semi- 
detached dwellings. 

4. Row 
Refers to one-family dwellings in a structure of three or more attached dwellings. 

5. Apartments 
Refers to all multiple housing with three or more units such as triplexes, quadruplexes, row 
duplexes as well as apartments proper. Flats which are part of a non-residential structure are 
also included. 

6. Conversions 
Refers to dwelling units added by conversion of existing structures. 
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Residential Building Permits - Value 
Value of building permits issued for residential construction including residential garages, swimming 


pools, alterations and improvements. 


Non-Residential Building Permits - Value 
Value of building permits issued for new construction, alterations and improvements for industrial, 


commercial, institutional and government construction. 

1. Industrial Building Permits 
Includes buildings used for manufacturing and processing; transportation,communication and 
other utilities; agriculture; forestry; and mine and mine mill buildings. 

2. Commercial Building Permits 
Includes stores, warehouses, garages, office buildings, theatres, hotels, funeral parlours, beauty 
salons and miscellaneous commercial (signs, posters, heating and plumbing installations, etc.). 

3. Institutional and Government Building Permits 
Includes expenditures made by the community, public and government for buildings and 
structures - schools, universities, hospitals, clinics, churches, homes for the aged, blind, deaf and 
dumb, government office and administration buildings, law enforcement, etc. 


CANSIM 

CANSIM is the name given to Statistics Canada’s computerized data base. It is often termed a general 
purpose data bank offering a detailed and conceptually compatible set of aggregate data pertaining to a large 
number of interrelated fields. CANSIM contains over 60,000 timeseries of socio-economic information. An 
example of a timeseries would be monthly retail sales for Alberta. 

Most of the information contained in this publication is available on CANSIM. For your convenience 
we have provided CANSIM matrix numbers at the bottom of applicable tables. 


Census Division (CD) 

According to 1981 Census boundaries, Alberta is divided into fifteen census divisions. However, as a 
result of 1986 Census boundary changes, the total number of divisions has increased to nineteen. CD 8 split into 
CD’s 8 and 9; CD 12 split into CD’s 12 and 16; and CD 15 split into CD’s 17, 18 and 19 (see 1986 Census map 
at the front of the publication). 


Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) 

A CMA refers to the main labour market area of an urbanized core of at least 100,000 population, based 
on the previous census. The urbanized core, together with adjacent urban and rural areas, have a high degree 
of economic and social integration. CMA’s are comprised of one or more Census Subdivisions (CSD’s) which 
meet at least one of the following criteria: 

1. the CSD falls completely or partly inside the urbanized core; 

2. at least 50% of the employed labour force living in the CSD works in the urbanized core; or 

3. at least 25% of the employed labour force working in the CSD lives in the urbanized core. 


There are two CMA’s in Alberta: Edmonton and Calgary. 

In the 1981 Census, the Edmonton CMA included Bon Accord, Edmonton City, Fort Saskatchewan, 
Gibbons, Legal, Morinville, Redwater, St. Albert, Strathcona County No. 20 and Sturgeon Municipal District No. 
90. In the 1986 Census, boundary changes were made resulting in the expansion of the CMA to include Leduc 
County No. 25 and Parkland County No. 31 with their respective component CSD’s. 

The Calgary CMA consisted of only Calgary City in 1981. In 1986, the CMA boundary increased to 
include Rocky View Municipal District No. 44 and its component CSD’s, ie. Airdrie, Beiseker, Cochrane, 
Crossfield and Irricana. 
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Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

The Consumer Price Index is a price index which measures the percentage change through time of a 
constant quantity and quality of goods and services purchased by a representative Canadian urban family in a 
specified time period. The CPI for each city measures price changes from one time period to another within 
that specific city. Thus, while city CPI’s show the movement of prices in each city, they do not indicate price 
level differences between cities, or between cities and Canada. The CPI is not a measure of true inflationary- 
deflationary trends; the inference of using the CPI as a measure of true inflation or deflation is incorrect. The 
CPI only measures percentage changes of a "basket" of commodities - not all items which contribute to inflation 
or deflation are included. 

The city CPI’s are compiled using updated weights obtained from the 1986 Family Expenditure Survey 
which outlines patterns of urban consumer spending behavior. 

Beginning with September, 1978, Statistics Canada has made available CPI’s for the provinces. The 
provincial CPI’s may serve as good tools for users who would prefer a regional measure rather than the Canada 
CPI, but find the city CPI’s too narrowly based for their purposes. For provinces which have more than one 
published city CPI, some users have chosen to combine the published city CPI’s to form their own "provincial" 
index. The new indexes provide for even greater coverage by also using some unpublished data in most 
provinces. 

Statistics Canada publishes CPI’s for 16 cities selected from within the ten provinces, with at least one 
of these cities in each province. The remaining urban centres for which indexes are not published are grouped 
into strata by city size and location. In Alberta, for example, CPI’s are published for Edmonton and Calgary 
(each treated as an independent stratum), while Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer and Fort McMurray are 
grouped as a single stratum. The weights of the provincial CPI for Alberta will therefore be the sum of the 
weights for the three strata. 

The weights used relate to consumer expenditure patterns in 1986. Distinct expenditure patterns are 
separately estimated for each urban centre stratum. The total expenditure on each commodity for all strata in 
the province are summed to derive the provincial expenditure pattern. 


Alberta Expenditure Weights by Major Component: 


Food 17.44% 
Housing 40.68% 
Clothing 8.44% 
Transportation 15.46% 
Health and Personal Care 3.72% 
Recreation, Reading and Education 9.19% 
Tobacco Products and Alcoholic Beverages 5.07% 
All-Items 100.00% 


Refer to Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 62-010, "Consumer Prices and Price Indexes" for more 
information regarding provincial CPI’s. 

The CPI percent change is calculated by first subtracting the current period index from the previous 
period index and then dividing this index point difference by the previous period index and finally multiplying 
the result by one hundred. 


Dwelling Completion 
Dwelling completion is the stage at which all the proposed construction work on a dwelling unit has been 


performed. 
Dwelling Start 


A dwelling start is recorded when the footing has been installed, that is, when the concrete has been 
poured for the whole of the footing around the structure. 
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Dwelling Units 
Please note, the following definitions are applicable only to data from the Survey of Starts and 
Completions. 
1. Single Detached 
This is commonly called a "single house." It contains only one dwelling unit which is completely 
separated on all sides from any other dwelling or structure. 
2. Semi-Detached 
This category includes each one of two dwellings separated by a common wall extending from 
ground to roof, or by a garage. 
3. Row 
This comprises only single attached houses in a row of three or more dwellings. Row-duplexes 
are not included in this category. 
4. Apartment and Other 
This category includes dwelling units such as: 
- duplexes 
- double duplexes 
- triplexes 
- row-duplexes 
- apartments as commonly known 
- dwellings over, or at the back of, a store or other non-residential structure. 


Employed 
The employed labour force includes all persons who during the reference week: 
1. did any work at all 
2. had a job but were not at work due to: 
- own illness or disability 
- personal or family responsibilities 
- bad weather 
- labour dispute 
- vacation 
- other reason not specified above. 


Employment/Population Ratio 

The employment/population ratio represents the number of persons employed expressed as a percentage 
of the population 15 years of age and over. The employment/population ratio for a particular group (age, sex, 
marital status, etc.) is the number employed in that group expressed as a percentage of the population for that 


group. 


Farm Cash Receipts 

Farm cash receipts include the cash returns from the sale of all agricultural products except those 
associated with direct inter-farm intraprovincial transfers. Other components included are Wheat Board 
payments, cash advances on farm-stored crops, deferred grain receipts in Western Canada, Agriculture 
Stabilization Act deficiency payments, Western Grain Stabilization Act payments and provincial income 
stabilization payments. 


Farm Debt Outstanding 

Farm debt is estimated using a calendar year-end debt outstanding figure. For institutions operating on 
a fiscal year ending 31-Mar, the debt outstanding at that year-end is used to represent the debt at 31-Dec of the 
previous year. Excluded from these figures are loans to farmers for non-farm business purposes and for personal 
use (household purposes). In the case of loans for automobiles, an arbitrary one half of the value of debt 
outstanding was included as a farm loan. Also excluded were amounts outstanding due to late payment of 
property tax and income tax. 
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Farm Operating Expenses and Depreciation Charges 

These estimates include farm business costs incurred by farmers regardless of whether they are paid for 
in cash or accumulated as new debt. As far as possible, they exclude outlays for goods and services obtained 
directly from other farmers. All direct subsidy payments are taken into account in order that the estimates 
represent only net amounts paid by farmers. 

Depreciation charges are intended to approximate the replacement cost of the value of farm buildings 
and machinery used up in the year. Building depreciation estimates are for depreciation on farm buildings 
including the farm business share of houses on owner-occupied farms. Depreciation is calculated using a straight 
line rate of 35 percent and an expected building life of 28.5 years. 


Gross Domestic Product at Factor Cost 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Factor Cost is a measure of income accruing to the factors of 
production (land, labour and capital). It does not include income that accrues to the non-factor or invisible 
components of GDP (see GDP at Market Prices). Thus GDP at Factor Cost is derived from GDP at Market 
Prices by subtracting Indirect Taxes less Subsidies, plus Residual. 


Gross Domestic Product at Market Prices 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Market Prices refers to the total value of production within a given 
geographical area for a specific time period, and is measured in prices which prevail during the period being 
valued. Total production measures are based upon the earnings of the factors of production (Factor Cost) plus 
the non-factor costs of production (Indirect Taxes less Subsidies). GDP at Market Prices also includes an indirect 
measure of depreciation called Capital Consumption Allowances. Since this is a measure of production, it does 
not include transfer payments. 


Gross Domestic Product at 1986 Prices 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at 1986 Prices is a measure of total production during a given time 
frame and a given geographical location which is valued in prices for some base year. For Alberta, the base year 
used is 1986. 


International Trade (Refer to Appendix 1 for additional information) 

International trade statistics are compiled from administrative records filed with Customs. When goods 
are imported into or exported from Canada, declarations must be filed with Customs, giving such information 
as description and value of the goods, origin and port of clearance of commodities, and mode of transport. 

Domestic Exports - include goods grown, extracted or manufactured in Alberta (including goods of 
foreign origin which have been materially transformed in Alberta). Exports to overseas countries are valued at 
F.O.B. (Free on Board) port of exit, including domestic freight charges to that point but net of discounts and 
allowances. As of January, 1990, exports to the U.S, are valued F.O.B. point of exit from Canada. Prior to 1990, 
they were valued F.O.B. place of lading net of freight charges, discounts and allowances. 

Imports - import data by province of clearance indicates the province in which the goods were cleared 
by Customs either for immediate consumption or for entry into a bonded Customs warehouse. This may not 
always coincide with the province in which the goods are consumed or enter the productive process. Imports are 
valued F.O.B., place of direct shipment to Canada. It excludes freight and insurance costs in bringing the goods 
to Canada from the point of direct shipment. 


Labour Force 
The labour force is composed of that portion of the civilian non-institutional population fifteen years 
of age and over who, during the reference week were either employed or unemployed. 


Labour Income 

Labour income, comprising wages and salaries and supplementary labour income, is defined as all 
compensation paid to employees residing in Canada. Supplementary labour income, which is defined as 
payments made by employers for the future benefit of their employees, comprises employers’ contributions to 
employee welfare and pension funds, workmen’s compensation funds and unemployment insurance. 
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Migration 
Migration is defined as a permanent change of residence from one geographical unit to another. 


Net Migration 
Net migration is the difference between in-migration and out-migration for a geographical unit. 


New Housing Price Index 

The new housing price index measures changes in selling prices of new houses constructed by large and 
medium volume builders in metropolitan areas. The houses sampled are representative of the total being sold 
at that time but adjustments are made for changes in physical characteristics to arrive at pure price change. 
Prices used are the selling prices agreed upon between builder and buyer at the time of signing the contract. 
Prices relate to mid-month. The total index includes the house and the serviced lot on which it stands. 


Newly Completed and Unoccupied Dwellings 

Newly completed unoccupied dwellings are those which are not sold or rented at the time the dwellings 
are reported as completed in the Survey of Starts and Completions. The units are surveyed every month until 
they are sold or rented. 


Participation Rate 

The participation rate represents the labour force as a percentage of the population fifteen years of age 
and over. The participation rate for a particular group (age, sex, marital status, etc.) is the labour force in that 
group expressed as a percentage of the population for that group. 


Personal Disposable Income 
Personal Disposable Income consists of total personal income less personal direct taxes and other 
current transfers to government from persons. 


Personal Income 
Personal Income includes all forms of income received by persons and unincorporated businesses: 
. wages, salaries and supplementary labour income 
. military pay and allowances 
. net income of non-farm businesses including rent 
. het income of farm operators from farm production 
. interest, dividends and miscellaneous investment income 
. transfer payment income from government, corporations and non-residents. 
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Prime Rate 

The Chartered Banks’ Rate on Prime Business Loans is the rate charged to the most credit-worthy 
borrowers. The rate shown is of the last Wednesday of the month. When there are differences in the rate 
charged by individual banks, the most typical rate or rates are taken. 


Private and Public Investment 

Private and Public Investment consists of total outlays for construction and for the acquisition of 
producers’ machinery and equipment by Canadian business, institutions and governments, together with 
expenditures for housing. Capital expenditures include the cost of procuring, constructing and installing new 
durable plant and machinery, whether for replacement of worn or obsolete assets, or as net additions to existing 
assets. Repair expenditures represent the non-capitalized outlays made to maintain the operating efficiency of 
the existing stock of durable physical assets. 
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Retail Trade (Refer to Appendix 2 for additional information) 

Retail trade is defined as the aggregate sales made through retail locations (outlets). Retail trade 
estimates do not include any form of direct selling which bypasses the retail store, for example: direct door to 
door selling; sales made through automatic vending machines; sales of newpapers or magazines sold directly by 
printers or publishers; and sales made by book and record clubs. Retail trade excludes: retail sales through 
ancillary units, for example, warehouses, head offices, etc.; sales of contractors whose major activity is not 
retailing; and retail transactions between individuals. 


Seasonal Adjustment 

Fluctuations in economic time series are caused by seasonal, cyclical and irregular movements. A 
seasonally-adjusted series is one from which seasonal movements have been eliminated. Seasonal movements 
are defined as those which are caused by regular annual events such as climate, crop cycles, holidays and vacation 
periods, grain receipts in Western Canada, deficiency payments made by provincial governments and the 
agriculture stabilization board and provincial income stabilization payments. 


Taxation Statistics 
Taxation Statistics are based on individuals that have filed tax returns with Revenue Canada, Taxation. 
Allocation of income is on the basis of the taxfiler’s address at the time of filing. These figures should not be 
used to arrive at a per capita personal income figure for the province or sub-provincial areas for the following 
reasons: 
1. Some individuals (e.g. students) who have earned small amounts of income during a year may not file 
a return with Revenue Canada 
2. Some taxfilers may not report all income received, i.e., understate their income 
3. Imputed income is not included in taxation statistics, e.g., free room and board, clothing, etc. provided 
to employees. 


Typical Mortgage Rate 
The typical mortgage rate is the rate charged by chartered banks on either 1 year or 5 year mortgages. 
Monthly data refer to the last Wednesday of the month. 


Unemployed 

The unemployed includes those persons who during the reference week: 

1. were without work, had actively looked for work in the past four weeks (ending with reference week) 
and were available for work 

2. had not actively looked for work in the past four weeks but had been on layoff for twenty-six weeks 
or less and were available for work 

3. had not actively looked for work in the past four weeks but had a new job to start in four weeks or 
less from reference week, and were available for work. 


Unemployment Rate 

The unemployment rate represents the number of unemployed persons as a percent of the labour force. 
The unemployment rate for a particular group (age, sex, marital status, etc.) is the unemployment in that group 
expressed as a percent of the labour force for that group. 


Value of Construction Work Purchased 

The Value of Construction Work Purchased consists of the total value of output of both the construction 
industry and construction labour forces in other industries. Also included are related construction costs which 
are accumulated during the creation of a structure. Examples include pre-construction planning and design, 
management, legal and real estate fees, interest during construction, etc. 
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Value of Farm Capital 

Land and Buildings - value of land and buildings is an estimate of the value of real estate used for 
agricultural purposes or the value of real estate used for agricultural production located on one acre or more 
and with gross sales greater than $250. 

Implements and Machinery - value reported at its market value, which is the value the machinery would 
have in its present condition in an auction sale. 


Value of Manufacturing Shipments 

Value of manufacturing shipments is defined as the gross value of goods produced from its own 
materials by the reporting establishment, or for its account. Value is net of discounts, returns and allowances, 
sales tax, excise taxes and duties, returnable containers and common or contract carriers’ charges for outward 
transportation (but not of own carriers’ delivery expense). Shipment values in this publication are monthly 
projections of annual census of manufacturers’ values based on returns from a stratified systematic sample of 
manufacturing establishments. 


Wells Drilled - Type Of 

Development - developmental drilling takes place within a proven or established area of an oil reservoir 
to a depth known to be productive. 

Exploration - exploratory drilling refers to locating oil fields or pools, or testing for new fields or pools, 
in areas that have not been designated as producing areas. 


112 


APPENDICES 


APPENDIX 1 


Changes to Collection of Export Data by Statistics Canada 


Statistics Canada, the United States Bureau of the Census and the Customs Agencies of Canada and 
the United States signed a Memorandum of Understanding to exchange import data. Starting with January, 1990 
data, Statistics Canada will no longer publish statistics on exports to the United States based on Canadian export 
documents. Instead, it will rely on American imports from Canada as compiled by the United States Bureau of 
the Census. Likewise, the United States Bureau of the Census will also be replacing its exports to Canada 
statistics with Canadian imports from the United States data as compiled by Statistics Canada. 


As a result of the data exchange, users of Canadian export data (on a Customs basis) will observe higher 

values for most of the commmodity categories concerning the United States. The changes are attributable to: 

1. Improved coverage - import documents are subject to more rigorous control than exports due to the 
management of tariffs and the enforcement of trade agreements. 

2. Valuation of products exported to the United States on a F.O.B. (Free On Board) port of exit basis - 
as compared to a F.O.B. place of lading basis prior to 1990. Thus Canadian exports to all countries 
will be on the same basis. 

3. Inclusion of the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico with Canadian/United States trade - these 
territories were published as separate entities prior to 1990. 


115 


APPENDIX 2 


Changes to the Retail Trade Survey Conducted by Statistics Canada 


Current estimates of consumer spending result from a monthly survey designed and introduced in 1972. 
The survey has come to underestimate by a significant margin the total value of sales. A new survey has been 
developed and conducted in "parallel" to the old survey since the January, 1989 reference month. Information 
obtained from the parallel survey is being used to develop historical statistics for the new survey trade groups. 
These estimates, dating back to January, 1981 will be available later in 1990. 


The major changes introduced with the new survey are: 


1. The new survey relies on a new and up-to-date business register from which names and addresses 
of retail businesses are drawn. New procedures allow the register to be updated more promptly and 
accurately in terms of new companies, firms going out of business and companies making changes 
in the nature of their activities. 


2. The new survey is based upon the 1980 version of the Standard Industrial Classification and the 1986 
version of the Standard Geographical Classification. Previously, three different codes were used: 1960, 
1970 and 1980. Retail trade is the first series to use the new business register. Statistics Canada plans 
to eventually use the new register for all business surveys (eg. the employment, earnings and hours 
survey). Increased efficiency in updating the register as well as consistent classification of components 
should lead to better data quality within series and improved comparability with other surveys. 


3. Estimates are produced for 16 (a reduction from 28 in the old survey) trade groups for Canada and 
total retail sales for the provinces and territories. Statistics Canada hopes to publish estimates of 
trade groups by province and total retail sales for selected major metropolitan areas towards the end 
of 1990. 
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